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Our Coast: The next 100 years
National Trust opts for ‘managed realignment’
Tony Flux, Coast and Marine Adviser (SW) for The National Trust, which is
responsible for 300 miles of South West coastline in its 750 miles national
portfolio, visited BCWG in March to describe the challenge the Trust is facing
in a presentation he called ‘Caring for the Coast: The next 100 years.’

Tony Flux

A trip to the seaside is valued by many of us, often because of fond childhood
memories of family holidays there. Nearly two-thirds of people recently
surveyed said that a visit to the coast is important to their quality of life. We
expect our custodians of the coast to look after it, but with single storms
inflicting millions of pounds worth of damage, the task is not an easy one.
The National Trust faces considerable expense in its role as
one of these custodians. Recent storm damage at Mullion
Cove in Cornwall, for example, cost £600,000 to repair.
Solid sea walls, which might last 50-70 years, currently
cost £51,000 per metre to construct. It is clear that a longterm sustainable strategy is needed, based on realistic costbenefit appraisals. The Trust cannot simply abandon
troublesome sites. Ownership and stewardship of sites is
often accepted in perpetuity. They cannot be sold off.
They must be cared for.

Birling Gap, East Sussex. White pebbles
mark where the cliff used to be and white
flags where it is expected to be in a century’s
time. NT Photos from Tony’s presentation.

Not many organisations work to a 100-year business plan
but NT is one which does. Following an erosion and flood
risk assessment of its coastal land and property the Trust
has identified ‘hotspots’ in need of priority consideration in
the face of rising sea levels and future storms. The Trust
believes that human activity which releases carbon dioxide
into the air is accelerating the rate at which our atmosphere
is warming and that this will lead to the melting of polar
land ice and thermal expansion of the oceans, which, in
turn, will cause the sea level to rise at an increasingly
faster rate in the years ahead.
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Tony acknowledged that not everyone shares this belief. Disagreement exists as to how fast future
climate changes will occur and to what extent human activity is actually responsible for them.
Those sceptical of climate alarmism are wary of expensive policy decisions made on the back of
predictions from inadequate and failed computer models and manipulated temperature data.
Nevertheless, the National Trust is working on the premise that it is better to be a ‘meerkat’ than
an ‘ostrich’, as Tony put it. It believes it is better to be alert, precautionary and proactive than to
assume any potential problem might never happen. Tony described the first 25 years of the Trust’s
plan as ‘highly focused’, but 50-100 years ahead it remains just ‘aspirational’ at this stage.
The plan presumes a sea level rise of 1 metre (just over 1 yard) over the next century as its worsecase scenario. Sea level rise has been rated at 3.5 mm per year in the SW between 1990-2025,
giving a rise of about one-third of a metre (just over 12 inches) per century. But NT believes that
this rate will increase to 8.0 mm per year around 2026-2050, 11.5 mm per year around 2051-2080
and 14.5 mm per year around 2081-2115. That gives an average rise of 9.4 mm per year or just
under 1 metre in the next 100 years.
The extra water on the beaches in these ‘still water scenario’ figures will still erode the coastline
through normal tidal ebbing and flowing. The erosion and damage caused by storms is, of course,
greater and some predict that storms will become more frequent and more violent if the
atmosphere continues to warm. However, this causal link is not yet supported by data and is only
given a ‘low confidence’ assessment in the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Assessment Report (IPCC AR5).

In the 1970s the philosophy was ‘Erosion is Bad.
Sea Defences are Good.’ Now the National Trust
works with Nature, not against it.
Tony explained what impact extra water to a depth of 1 metre would have on our beaches. The
beach narrows as the High Water mark moves progressively landward. The natural response in the
absence of barriers would be for the whole beach to be pushed inland too, but if sea defences have
been erected this is not possible. A good beach is a full beach. It absorbs a great deal of wave
energy and in so doing protects the land which lies beyond. But if it is pushed up against a sea
wall it will effectively reduce the height of the wall and the protection it offers and some of the
beach sediment will get washed away. The beach will need to be recharged with sediment from
elswhere, which is hugely expensive. (Bournemouth Council spends £18 million on each beach
recharge and has to repeat the exercise every 3-10 years. It has no other option. Its beach is its
unique selling point which brings the tourists’ money into the local economy.)
If the beach happens to be below a cliff then the presence of more water closer to the base of the
cliff causes faster undercutting. Eventually, a critical point is reached where the mass of rock
above can no longer be supported and the cliff collapses. This is easily seen in softer chalk and
sandstone cliffs but even granite is susceptible, though the timescales involved are hard to predict.
Tony expressed sympathy for those whose property becomes uninhabitable as a result of such
collapses but opined that it would be better to spend taxpayers’ money helping people to relocate
rather than trying to defend their properties. Such an approach has been adoped in parts of France.
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In the 1970s the philosophy was ‘Erosion is Bad. Sea Defences are Good’. Forty years on, many
of those defences are no longer effective and some are derelict and dangerous. Tony told us of the
Brownsea Shoreline Restoration Project in Poole Harbour where, in 2011, the Trust spent £45,000
removing the old defences. To the dismay of locals it was announced that they would not be
replaced, but fears of leaving the island unprotected were allayed when it was found that, after
some initial fast erosion of the low level cliff face, the sediment so displaced was actually
recharging the beach below. The growing beach absorbs more of the energy of incoming waves
and this process will continue until natural equilibrium is reached. Thus the Trust has solved the
problem with no further expenditure required and Brownsea shore is once again safe to visit.
The Trust has been able to identify precisely areas where erosion has been taking place and where
catastrophic, as opposed to gradual, cliff failures are likely to occur in the future. It did this by
comparing aerial coastal photos taken using redundant World War II planes in 1947 with same
location shots taken when the exercise was repeated with modern planes in 2004. Such a study
informs the best strategies for relocating important assets, for example, areas of the South West
Coastal Path which are under threat or already lost. In addition, where the decision has been made
to allow the sea to breach the shoreline, new salt marsh nature reserves are being created. This is
one of the positive aspects of following a ‘managed realignment’ strategy.
Some of the funds needed for the Trust’s coastal management work has come from its ‘Neptune’
project, its most successful fund-raising exercise to date. ‘Neptune’ has raised £66 million in the
last 50 years. The Trust’s work will continue through its ‘Shifting Shores’ programme, in which
the organisation will be working with the public and other partners with a core strategy of working
with Nature, not against it.
On behalf of the 40 BCWG members present, Barrie Lewis thanked Tony for his informative and
thought-provoking presentation.
Paul Clarke.

‘Nature has more time and energy than
any government has time or money…’
Professor Denys Brunsden, OBE. Emeritus Professor of
Geomorphology, King’s College, London.

For more information go to:
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/documents/shifting-shores-report-2015.pdf
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david gervers

Sh ting

and Conservation
Bang go some preconceptions?

The Brandis Corner Wildlife Group is not an organisation to shy away from controversial
subjects, so when it was suggested that we have a speaker representing the British Association
for Shooting and Conservation (BASC), the committee responded positively. BCWG member
Dave Manifold, who made the suggestion, is a keen conservationist who has contributed
greatly in various capacities to our group. He also happens to be a BASC member, so we
thought it important that this organisation should be given the chance to put forward its side of
the argument.
At Dave’s suggestion, we invited David Gervers, South West Regional Director of BASC, to
come and give us a talk. We were confident our members would give him a fair hearing.
David, who grew up in rural Cornwall, has been a shooting and fishing man all his life. He also
trained as an environmental biologist so is well qualified to talk about both the science of
nature and conservation and the driving force behind shooting organisations such as BASC.
His presentation began with a short promotional film by BASC which went into the history of
the organisation from its beginnings in 1908 when Stanley Duncan founded the Wildfowlers’
Association because of his concern over the loss of wetland habitats. It became BASC in 1981
when it recognised that the whole of the shooting community needed an organisation to
represent it. It is now the largest independent field sports organisation in Britain and is
acknowledged as being expert in conservation as well as shooting and firearms.
Shooting has become vital to the rural economy and is worth £2 billion
to the UK economy as a whole and £250 million to the economy of the
South West. 66% (14 million hectares) of rural land in Britain is shot
over, which puts BASC in the unique position of being able to influence
conservation practices on a landscape scale rather than just relatively
small pockets of land, such as nature reserves or parks.
To this end, BASC have set up their ‘Green Shoots’ programme which
involves members recording wildlife on their land and building up
valuable information about species numbers and distribution. BASC
tends to have the trust of large landowners, so it can use its influence
to obtain access to land which might otherwise be closed to other
organisations such as the Wildlife Trusts or RSPB. Because of its
scientific stance, BASC is also respected by these same organisations
so bridges can be built between the two, allowing major conservation
projects to go ahead with positive results.
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Sighting platform used by
marksmen for deer control
in Clawmoor Plantation.

For example, a network of mink traps in the Somerset levels has reduced the population of this
major predator of water voles with the consequence that the latter species is on the road to
recovery in this area. (As an aside, the floods of 2015 may have had an as yet unknown effect
on the population, but there is still confidence that the voles will recover.)
Grey squirrels are another major problem. Not only do they out-compete the red squirrels,
they cause such damage to trees that some landowners have given up planting broad-leaved
trees with a resulting detriment to biodiversity. Poisoning and trapping have had little effect on
the greys so BASC is now working closely with the Cornwall Red Squirrel Project, with
encouraging results.
As well as red squirrels and water voles, hen harriers, shellduck, deer and farmland birds have
all specifically benefited from the conservation work carried out by BASC. Then, of course,
there is all the other wildlife that benefits in consequence.
The increase in the price of land has meant that large tracts can no longer be bought by
individuals for shooting, so BASC has set up the Wildlife and Habitat Trust with the aim of
providing funds for the acquisition of land and for the management of land for wildlife,
providing support for local Biodiversity Action Plans. BASC does not confine its activities to
Britain – an organisation in Lithuania was successful in its bid for a BASC grant to help
establish wetlands.
In response to a prior, specific request from BCWG, David went on to talk about the lead shot
debate which is a subject of concern to many lovers of wildlife and the environment. BASC
prides itself in only acting on proven scientific results and in this case there does not appear to
be sound evidence against the use of lead shot. Alternatives such as bismuth, tungsten and
steel have all been tried, but each has failings in ballistics. Norway actually tried a complete
ban but it was repealed when the evidence did not stack up. Research has found that there
are higher levels of lead in some foods such as beer, wine and cereals than in a shot bird.
David concluded his talk by emphasising that we all have the same interests at heart – a
healthy countryside. We may enjoy the rural environment in different ways, but we need to
work together towards reasoned debate and try to avoid conflict.
A lively question and answer session followed, but we all learned a lot and I don’t think we
shall be so quick to condemn the shooters in future. However, many of us cannot understand
how anyone can derive any pleasure from killing wildlife, even though we might enjoy it in the
pot!
Sheila Dearing.

http://basc.org.uk/
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winter birds walk

Rainspotting…
The weather may have been challenging but there
were still plenty of birds to see

Goosander

Tufted Duck

Our winter birds walk had already been postponed once because of
inclement weather. On February 10th, two weeks later, we tried again.
After heavy overnight rain, the forecast promised a full morning of dry
weather at Tamar Lakes, certainly long enough for us to enjoy our walk.
Sadly, it was not to be; the respite from the rain lasted only 20 minutes.
Undeterred and ably led by Alan Rowland, we headed first for the shelter
of the Upper lake bird hide in driving rain. On the way there was much
to see: lapwing, snipe, fieldfare, golden plover and great crested grebe
being amongst the eventual 34 species recorded. Those relying on optics
struggled - spectacles, binoculars and cameras were impossible to keep
dry and clear. When we piled into the hide they all steamed up!
The brief respite came as we left the Upper lake hide and headed for the
Lower lake hide. Once there we were treated to the sight of a flotilla of
goosander and a number of pairs of tufted ducks. Eagle-eyed Barrie
Lewis also spotted a kingfisher on the far side of the lake, a sighting
confirmed by others. The bird feeders alongside this hide afforded closeup sightings of a number of ‘garden’ bird species including a marsh tit.
So despite the adverse conditions, many birds were seen and recorded.
Our thanks go to Alan for organising this outing and supplying the
following definitive list (all single birds except where shown):
Canada goose (44), cormorant (10), great crested grebe (6), coot (3),
lapwing (200), black-headed gull (4), woodpigeon (2), magpie (3), wren
(2), blackbird (3), song thrush (3), robin (2), mallard (30), grey heron
(4), moorhen (4), golden plover (67), snipe (6), herring gull (4), kestrel,
carrion crow (3), starling (100), fieldfare (18), redwing, bullfinch, goosander (23), jay, blue tit, coal tit,
great tit, marsh tit, chaffinch, dunnock (2), tufted duck (13), kingfisher. Two roe deer were also seen.
Post Script: The day after each of our chosen days turned out to be fine and sunny. C’est la vie!
Paul Clarke.
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mark elliott

Devon Beavers
- an update

For our first meeting of 2016 we were delighted to welcome back Mark Elliott of the Devon
Wildlife Trust (DWT) to update us on the Devon Beaver Project, now taking place at two sites in
the County: the River Otter in East Devon and Torridge District in North West Devon.
Mark started off by reminding us that the beaver is a keystone species that manipulates its
environment and in the process benefits other creatures. Unfortunately, in Britain it became
extinct through over-hunting for meat, fur and castoreum (used as a painkiller). This mainly
nocturnal, semi-aquatic herbivore is typically 70-100cm in length with an average weight of 18kg.
Its territory may be a 3-4km length of a river bank and it has just one litter per year.
Since 2007 beavers have been living wild in the River
Otter. DEFRA wanted them trapped because of the
risk of the spread of the tapeworm Echinococcus
multilocularis, the lifecycle of which can involve rodents
such as beavers. The tapeworm itself is spread by
dogs and foxes and can be fatal to humans.
In January 2015, after a local campaign and a legal
challenge by Friends of the Earth, DWT was granted a
licence to capture the River Otter beavers and then rerelease them after establishing that they were Eurasian
(as opposed to American) and that there was no sign of
the tapeworm.

Photo: Tom Buckley/DWT

A team of specialists from the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland carried out the health checks
(featured on BBC TV’s ‘Springwatch’) and they passed with flying colours. It was even found that
the two females were pregnant. They were subsequently re-released into the same stretch of
river after being fitted with eartags. Beaver kits were seen with their parents in the river for the
first time in June last year. DWT has also been granted a licence to release 5 more animals to
increase the gene pool.
Recent reports of the beavers having disappeared are unfounded – they have merely moved a
little further along the river.
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The Devon Beaver Project began in 2011 when a pair of juveniles was released in a secure
enclosure on private land in the upper reaches of the Tamar, with the aim to remove willow scrub
and restore the area to wet grassland. It is hoped that by the end of the study, there will be a
better understanding of the impact beavers have on people, wildlife and the landscape. This
should help the decision process for the reintroduction of this species into the countryside.
The highlight of Mark’s talk was undoubtedly the wonderful
film footage taken by Nick Upton of beavers going about their
business repairing dams, feeding and swimming. This was a
real treat and gave us a fascinating insight into the way they
move about and live in the wild.
On release, there was no open water in the enclosure but by
2014, 12 ponds had been created along with a network of
canals to enable the beavers to feel safe when moving
through their territory. Just how extensive these features are
was amply illustrated by footage taken by a drone used by the
BBC when filming ‘Springwatch’. Frogs have already
benefited tremendously; in 2011 there were 10 clumps of
frogspawn counted but in 2015 there were 521!

Taking a breather!

The project also wants to identify the wider public benefits associated with beaver activity in the
landscape. To this end, the University of Exeter has been monitoring water quality and the flow
of water throughout the site and beyond. As expected, the creation of dams and pools has had a
significant effect on regulating the flow of water. This has potential in the management of
floodwaters.
The quality of water has also been found to have
improved. In particular, phosphates running off the
land are bound by particles of silt which are then
trapped by the dams acting as a filtration system.

Mark in discussion with Danny Hughes,
DWT Recruitment Officer, before the event.

The main bone of contention in reintroducing
beavers is in relation to trees and the sentimental
value they have to local people. There are various
methods of preventing damage by beavers
including the wrapping of tree trunks with chicken
wire or the application of beaver resistant paint
(yes, apparently there is such a thing!). Also, we
can make use of the fact that the trigger to make
beavers repair their dams is the sound of running
water. If a pipe is placed to take the water quietly
through the dam rather than letting it trickle audibly
over the top, it will deceive the beavers and prevent
them felling more trees to make the dam higher.

Camera traps have shown that beaver activity tends to stay in the main river where there is deep
water. They do not move out to the tributaries. The study will also monitor how the beavers
interact with that other semi-aquatic animal - the otter - which is making an excellent comeback
on our waterways.
Already through this study it has been shown that beavers are beneficial to the environment on
many levels, not least the potential for their use in flood management schemes. Many
landowners continue to resist the notion of the reintroduction of beavers but there is a shift in
government circles towards the opinion that there may be a case for the presence of beavers in
certain areas.
This project is funded by the Wetland Countryside stewardship, with the Derek Gow Partnership
and the Clinton Devon Estates as partners.
Sheila Dearing.
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1. Macaw 2. Ostrich 3. Barn Owl 4. Eagle Owl 5. Elephant 6. Rhino 7. Iguana
8. Tortoise 9. Zebra 10. Lemur 11. Marmoset 12. Porcupine 13. Brown Bear
14. Meerkat 15. Otter 16. Prairie Dog 17. Giraffe 18. Cheetah 19. Tiger 20. Lion
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See how many of the animals below you
can identify. They are all resident at
Escot Park, Longleat Safari Park or
Dartmoor Zoo. Answers at foot of page.

The Eyes Have It!

quiz

feedback
Capital Punishment - the final word?
In the previous two editions of this newsletter we asked members for definitive guidance as to the
correct way of using capital letters when writing the names of species. Should it be Marsh
Fritillary, Marsh fritillary or marsh fritillary, for example? Juliet Walker and Mark Elliott gave
their advice in the last edition and included rules for using Latin names too. Upon reading these
offerings, Alan Rowland was prompted to qualify their statements.
Alan writes: ‘I fully agree with what was written with one exception. There is reference to ‘Latin
names’. Strictly speaking, these are ‘Scientific names’ - not all names are Latin. Greek is also
used so ‘Latin names’ is a misnomer. Regards, Alan.’
So now you know!
Editor’s note: Alan (AKA ‘Morwenstow Mole’) writes very interesting blogs which are well
worth reading. Find them at:
http://northcornwallnaturalist.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.bude-canal-trust.co.uk (and click ‘Naturalist’s Diary’ in sidebar)
http://www.geminidataloggers.com/articles/freshwater-ponds-temperature-monitoring

dunsland park

Working Groups at Dunsland 2016
The National Trust will be carrying out maintenance and practical habitat
management tasks at Dunsland over the coming year.
Join the NT Rangers, learn new skills and meet like-minded people. They will be
undertaking conservation-driven tasks such as orchard pruning, managing invasive
species and, hopefully, working with the local school. There will also be a social BBQ
in the summer to thank volunteers for all their hard work.
Please see the table on the next page for details of all the events. For more
information and to confirm your attendance in advance, please email Gregg Wilson,
NT Ranger for Torridge, at gregg.wilson@nationaltrust.org.uk or contact him on
01237 441976. David Manifold, our local NT Community Ranger, can be contacted on
01409 281339 or 07787 726419.

Surveying wildlife at Dunsland 2016
Should you see any interesting wildlife when visiting Dunsland, NT would really
like to know. The Trust is also actively recruiting wildlife monitors for the site.
If you could spare the time to help with species recording at Dunsland or if you
already have some data please contact Gregg or David.
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dunsland park work programme 2016
Meet in main car park at 9:30am on each work day
Date

Task

Description

Difficulty

Number of
people
needed

Duration of
task

Equipment required

14 April

Car park
surfacing and
stone walling

Re-surfacing
the car park
and repairing
stone coins at
car park
entrance

Moderate

The more
the
merrier

9:30am –
3:00pm

Sturdy boots,
waterproofs, packed
lunch

TBC (May)

Mini Bio-blitz

Working with
the local
school to
identify and
record species
within
Dunsland
parkland, in
association
with BCWG?

Easy

The more
the
merrier

TBC

Sturdy boots,
waterproofs, packed
lunch

15 June

Controlling
invasive
species

Knocking back
invasive
species on
site, including
Japanese
knotweed and
Laurel, which
is harmful to
stock

Moderate

The more
the
merrier

9:30am –
12:30pm

Waterproofs, sturdy
boots

20 July

Repair tree
guards

Repairing tree
guards within
the parkland
area to
protect trees
from livestock
and deer

Easy

The more
the
merrier

9:30am –
3:00pm

Sturdy boots,
waterproofs, packed
lunch

TBC (Late
August)

Bees and BBQ

Learning
about
beekeeping at
Dunsland,
drink
supplied, but
bring your
own meat/veg

Easy

The more
the
merrier

TBC

Sturdy boots,
waterproofs

4 October

Apple pressing
and tasting

Harvesting
apples,
pressing and
tasting

Easy

The more
the
merrier

09:30am –
3:00pm

Sturdy boots,
waterproofs, packed
lunch

20 October

Hedgelaying

Hedgelaying
using
traditional
techniques.
With
instruction
from a NT
Ranger.

Strenuous

5-15
people

09:30am –
3:00pm

Sturdy boots,
waterproofs. Bring your
own billhook, loppers,
saws if you like but all
tools and safety
equipment will be
provided
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forthcoming events

Indoor Meetings
Bradford & Cookbury Village Hall. 2 pm.
Saturday 9 April 2016 - Devon Hedges as a Wildlife Corridor
with Geoff Pitt
Saturday 7 May 2016 - Otter Country
with Miriam Darlington
Saturday 8 October 2016 - The Lennon Legacy Project
with David Ramsden of The Barn Owl Trust
Saturday 26 November 2016 - AGM
****************
Note: There will be refreshments i.e. tea/coffee and biscuits at indoor meetings

Outdoor Events
May 2016 - Birdsong Walk (date to be determined nearer the time)
Saturday 11 June, 2016, 10 am-3 pm - Open Day at Beer Mill Farm, Clawton,
with Devon Wildlife Trust in attendance and guided walk at 11 am
Saturday 18 June 2016, time TBA - Picnic in the Orchid Meadow at Oakfield,
Brandis Corner
Saturday 2 July 2016, 2 pm - Photography Day at Church Cottage, Bradford,
hosted by Paula and Kevin Morgan

and finally…
RHS Rosemoor is hosting a number of free Plant Centre events this year. The next ones are:
16 & 17 April, Saturday & Sunday, 1pm - 4.30pm
Wildlife in the Garden with Devon Wildlife Trust.
28 & 29 May, Saturday & Sunday, 1pm - 4.30pm
Bees in the Garden with Bee Craft.
16 & 17 July, Saturday & Sunday, 1pm - 5.30pm
Wildlife in the Spotlight with Devon Wildlife Trust.

committee members
June Green (Chair) 01409 221050 Barrie Lewis (Secretary) 01409 220026 Terri Clarke
(Treasurer) Paula Morgan (Assistant Secretary) Sheila Dearing Tony Goatcher
Contact can also be made via the website or by email.

www.bcwildlifegroup.co.uk
Email: bcwildlifegroup@gmail.com
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